[Chronic heart failure: structural and microbiological changes in the colon].
To study microbiocenosis of the parietal layer of the colon and feces, concentrations of endotoxin and proinflammatory cytokines in patients with chronic heart failure (CHF) of different functional classes vs. healthy subjects of the same age. The trial includes 37 patients with ischemic CHF and 13 healthy volunteers. The examination comprised 6-min walking test, echocardiographic evaluation of the left ventricular ejection fraction, clinical state by a special scale, assay for C-reactive protein, endotoxin, fecal seeding, colonoscopy with biopsy and seeding. Gram-negative flora in the colon and parietal layer occurred in high concentrations correlating with severity of CHF. The examinees with CHF of functional class III-IV had elevated levels of circulating endotoxin and serum C-reactive protein.